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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV, J. BROWN OF 
HADD.NGTON. | 


WE love an author, from whose wetks our minds have 
derived pleasure and improveme*: we wish to be intro- 
duced to intimate acquaintance with him, that we may cee 
him in the undress of life, and mark the genuine dispositions 
of his heart. To gratify a desire so reasonable, is cert:ini¢ 
proper. In the present case, it appeats to be, in some des 
gree, necessary; for the self-denial which distinguishes all 
Mr. B’s writings—the narrative which he hath given of 
himself, published in his Select Remains,—and the stron 
terms in which he utters the deep sense he cherished of his 
sinfulness, especially when dying, seemed to throw a veil 
over his real character, and conceal his spiritual excellencies. 
The truth of the following account, in which some p2rti-u- 
lars will appear singular, it is beheved, will readily be ad- 
mitted by all his brethren in the ministry, who were in haé 
bits of intimacy with him during his life, and now survive 
him in the vineyard of the Lord, 

In learning, his attainments were eminent: they corres« 
ponded with the insatiable ardour of his young mind after 
general knowledge. His acquaintance with t-urcpean Jan- 
guages will astonish our mind, when we consider, thaf ex- 
cepting the space of one single month, he was his own teache ° 
er. He relished the beauties of the Latin poets ; but of 
the Greek, and especially of the Hebrew language, his 
knowledge was extensive, accurate, and critical. He could 
read and translate the French, the Italian, the German, the 


Arabic, the Persian, the Syriac, and the Ethiopic. “Though 
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he understood the Newtonian system, and was not unac- 
quainted with the different theories of the human mind, 
connected with the science of morals, his favourite study was 
divinity ; and in subserviency to this, the history of nations 
and of the church of God. He made an abridgement of the 
whole of the Ancient Universal History. In Divinity, he 
perused chiefly the writings of the best old divines, as Tur- 
rentine, Pictet, Mastricht, Owen; and of the moderns, 
Boston, Erskine, Hervey. Lut, above all, he studied the 
oractes ef God. Inéleed, his acquaintance with the Bible 
was singular. Seldom was a text quoted, but he could ac- 
curately repeat it, explain its meaning, and state its con- 
nexion. +: --- +--+ ---y 

In piety, he was eminently heavenly minded: prayer was 
his delight. Besides the regular devotions of the closet, he 
appeared often engaged in ejaculations to his Father in Hea- 
ven ; particularly, when he was composing or meditat- 
ing on his sermons. He frequently set apart a mornin 
for extraordinary prayer, and often called together his do- 
mestics to family-fasting, or thanksgiving. Though few 
more tenderly sympathized with the afflicted, yet he was 
scarce ever seen to weep, except from the deep impressions 
of divine truth on his own heart, or from compassion for pe- 
rishing souls. Bodily pain, and the death of relations, he 
endured without shedding a tear; but when he was warning 
sinners of their danger, and beseeching them to-be. recon- 
ciled unto God, the emotions of his hvart generally over- 
came his firmness, and frequently checked his utterance. 

He was a conscientious observer of the Lord’s Day. To 
converse on the common affairs of life, or even on the mere 
externals and trivial matters of the church, he considered 
as unsuitable to the spiritual exercises of the day,.and offen- 
sive to God. Ashe would not allow himself to say or do 
what he conceived to be inconsistent. with the sanctification 
of that holy day, so he endeavoured, to restrain ali. within his 
house from such practices. 

In conversation, it was evident to every body that his con- 
stant aim was to reform, and te edify. He,seldom: gave-an 
opinion. on political subjects, or at all intermedled with 
them. The remarks which he. made, whenothersintrodus- 
_ed stbjects of that nature, were usually religions, Instead 
of expressing approbation, or of passing .censure‘on the con- 
duct of.our rulers, be tried to lead the attention, to the ope- 
rations of Providence, which manages. all things, for the. ho» 
nour of God, and the welfare of his church, The» subject 
of nunisters stipends he also studiously avoided in conversar 









“ela 





-~ 








Memoir of the Rev. F. Brown. 43 


tion; knowing that they who officiate in sacred things, lie 
too frequently, however undeservedly, under the odium of 
being mercenary men ; and that few things tend more to hin- 
der the people’s edification, than a suspicion that their mi- 
nister’s leading object is worldly gain. The proceedings of 
the ecclesiastical courts he seldom spake of to private Chris 
tians ; and the imprudent behaviour of any of their members, 
he carefully concealed. He could not see how the mention- 
ing of these things could any way promote the real spiritual 
profit of his people. 

Through stedfast faith in the divine promises, he seems 
to have attained to an habitual evenness of mind, so as ne- 
ver to be much transported with joy, or much depressed with 
sorrow. In him the promise was evidently fulfilled; “ Thou 
“wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
“ Thee, because he trusteth in Thee.” On one occasion, 
hearing a most tremendous peal of thunder, he said, with 
much pleasant serenity, “ That’s the love-whisper of my 
God.” 

For some years before his death he took peculiar delight 
in reading and abridging the Lives and Experiences of sers- 
ous Christians. 

During his last illness he discovered a remarkably thank- 
ful frame of mind for the smallest favour or assistance given 
to him ; and so entirely satisfied was he with the despensati- 
ens of Providence, that for three or four months before he 
died, he was never heard to utter a peevish word. 

In diligence he was unwearied. In summer, he rose be- 
tween four and five in the morning; in winter, at six; and 
prosecuted his studies till eight in the evening. The hours 
which thousands waste in sleep, he busily employed in prayer, 
in reading, or writing. Formal visits he disrelished ; 
and often said he would much rather compose a sermon, thaa 
spend an hour in these. His people knew his disposition; 
and seldom invited him out, or called on him, without some 
errand of importamge. The number of his publications is a 
proof of his diligence; especially as he was accustomed to 
write his manuscripts several times over, and never employ- 
ed an amanuensis: nor were his ministerial labours ever re- 
xed. Besides expounding a part of Scripture, he preach- 
ed three sermons every Lord’s Day, excepting a short while, 
in the depth of winter. During the months, when, as Pro- 
fessor of Divinity under.the Associate Synod, he was engag- 
ed in teaching the students, and his pulpit was supplied by his 
brethren, he frequently went a considerable number of miles, 
and preached toa congregation for whom no sermon had been 
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provided. He visited, ministerially, every family of his 
church once a year, and twice a year catechised them: ber 
sides his frequent instructions, often weckly, given to the 
children. 

In charity he was exemplary. His income was indeed 
small; but with what he had, it was his aim to do good to 
all, especially to the household of faith. It was his opini- 
on, that every man is bound to devote at least the tenth part 
of his income to pious uses; and though he had a numerous 
family, he often exceeded this proportion, He exercised a 
degree of economy in expenses on his own person, which 
some of his brethren thought to be-extreme. It appeared 
clearly, however, that his sole object in frugality of expen- 
diture on himself, was, that he might be the more enabled 
“to give to him that needed.” His alms were frequently 
accompanied with good counsels, that while the body was 
supplied, the salvation of the soul might not be neglected. 
To poor congregations who requested a collection from his 
people, rather than burthen them (being small in number, 
and generally poor) he several times sent considerable sums 
out of his own pocket. Frequently did he cause the 
widow’s heart to sing for joy; while the stream ran ina 
channel so concealed, that the spring was never discovered, 
save by the family whose withered gardens was refreshed by 
its waters. 

As a minister, he was a faithful and humble servant of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He possessed a peculiar talent in 
preaching discourses which tended to awaken the conscience 
and search the heart. But his greatest pleasure was to pub- 
lish the gied tidings of salvation, anJ the free access which 
sinners, even the chief, haye to the Saviour. His urgent 
reasoning with sinners, on God’s behalf, will not soon be 
forgotten by those who heard them. 

_ He possessed a happy turn of mind in choosing subjects of 
sermons that suited the special occurrences of Providence 
towards the nation in general, or the circumstances of his 
©wn congregation in particular, Though his learning was 
very considerable, he never made a show of it in the pulpit. 
His object was not to exalt himself, but that Saviour whom 
God «elighteth to honour; and to bring down, as far as 
possible, the great truths of religion to the level of common 
capacities. Me often repeated Archbishop Usher’s saying : 
—‘It will take ail our learning to make things plain.” 
Great was his boldness and fidelity in addressing immortal 
souls. A respectable English divine, who about thirty 
years age heard him for some time in his own neceting- 
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house, says, “ Ef well remember a searching. sermon he 
preached from these words, ‘“ What went ye out for to see 2” 
&c. Although at that time [had no experimental acquaint- 
ance with the truth as it is in Jesus, yet his grave appear- 
ance in the pulpit, his solemn, weighty and energetic way 
of speaking, used to affect me very much. Certainly his 
preaching was close, and his address to the conscience pun- 
gent. Like his Lord and Master, he spake with authority 
and hallowed pathos, having himself tasted the sweetness, 
and felt the power of what he delivered.” If the stile of 
his printed sermons should not please the more polished 
reader, his own congregation will attest, that such was the 
earnest manner of his delivery, as to make it scarcely possi- 
ble to hear him, and not be deeply and seriously affected. 
Avowed infidels have sometimes been struck with this; and 
though they laughed at others,—when they heard him, 
were forced to listen with gravity and deep attention. He 
was never backward to preach, if sinners were willnig to 
hear. Instead of reckoning it a burden, he accounted it a 
grace given to him to preach to the Gentiles the unsearcha- 
ble riches of Christ. It was his usual practice, both before 
and after he came from public worship, to retire to his clo- 
set and pour out his heart in prayer. ‘Trifling conversation 
at any time, but especially after being engaged in the solem- 
nities of Christian worship, he peculiarly detested. In vi- 
siting the sick, he was very industrious. His visits were ne- 
ver tedious ; but, according to his opportunity, frequent. 
When any of his people were in affliction, he visited them 
immediately, if possible, on being informed: nor was he 
backward to shew sympathy to those of other denominations, 
when told that his visit would be acceptable. His public 
prayers were commonly short, except on days of fasting and 
thanksgiving ; and then he prayed with such fervour and im- 
portunity, as had a remarkable tendency to elevate ithe de- 
votions of his fellow-worshippers. 

None more earnestly wished the spreadio g of the blessed 
Gospel. He gladly undertook many long and severe jour- 
nies to congregations destitute of pastors, where .he might 
have access, to preach the glad tidings of salvation, He 
greatly rejoiced in the suecess of Brainard, and other MMis- 
sionaries ; and often in preaching, when his subject would 
admit, descanted with much pleasure on Missions to the 
Heathen world. Of this he was peculiarly fond, a few 
years before his death. Meetings for praver and religious 
conversation, he laboured to encourage, not merely by re- 
commending them from the pulpit, but by frequcatly at- 
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46 
tending them himself. Those in the town, he visited, it 
possible, once .a-week ; those in the » a8 Often as he 
had opportunity. Persons weak in knowledge, who at- 
tended them, he kindly encouraged, by shewing respect to 
such remarks as they made on divine truths. 

Early religion he warmly pressed. Sometimes he preach- 
eda sermon, or a course of sermons, to the young ; and, in 
the application of his other discourses, he frequently intro- 
duced an exhortation to them. He often catechis¢d them, 
either in the schools, or in the meeting house ; and seldom 
met with young persons but he introduced some observations 
respecting the misery of their natural state, and the method 
of recovery by the Redeemer. Several of these hints seem 
to have had a good effect. For some years, a mecting of 
seven or eight children was held in his manse*, for prayer, 
praise, and spiritual conference ; and though it was common- 
ly on Saturday evenings, he frequently left his studies for 
half an hour, went into the little religious society, conversed 
familiarly with them, and, after giving them good counsels, 
recommended them. to God in prayer, while the dear young 
ones were kneeling around. 

He met with trials from the irregular behaviour of some 
few members of his church; but when any fell into open 
and heinous transgressions, it grieved his spirit so much, as 
nét unfrequently to deprive him of his night’s rest. When he 
understood that differences existed between members of the 
church, he made it his business to have them speedily remoy- 
ed ; and was particularly active this way, especially in view 
of the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper. 

His success in the ministry was very considerable. In his 
own congregation, it is hoped, that a number claimed him 
for their spiritual father ; and that others acknowledged him 
to be the helper of their taith and joy. Nor was it at home 
only that he was instrumental in doing good to souls ; in va- 
rious paris of the country where he had access to preach, 
there were seals of his ministry. It is true, the success war 
frequently hid from himself; and while his Master secured 
the honour of making the word efficacious, he left the ser- 
vant to cry, “I have laboured in vain; I havé-spent my 
strength for nought, and in vaig.” His natural modesty 
prevented him from cultivating acquaintance with many 
who valned his writings. He washonoured, however, with 
the correspondence of the late Rev. Messrs. John Mason, 
of New York: Annan, of Boston ; Archibald Hall, of Weil- 


THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 





* The Jarsonoge-houses 
























Memoir of the Rev. F. Brown. Ay 


Serect, London; with that also of the Rev. Mr. Phillips, 
late of Sarum; the Rev; Mr. Simeon, of Cambridge; the 
late Countess of Huntingdon, and others. He’ received a 
kind and earnest invitation fromm the Dutch church in the 
province of New York, to be their tutor in divinity. This 
invitation, as well as his correspondence with the excellent 
personage last mentioned, he modestly studied to conceal 
from the knowledge of all. . 

As a member of society, he endeavoured to know the 
mind of God in regard to every particular part of his du- 
ty: and having found the truth, he avowed and acted up- 
on it without disguise. When truths of importance were 
opposed, zeal for his Master and’ regard tomankind, brought 
him forward in their defence. This gave rise to’ such of 
his writings as were controversial. His peculiar principles, 
as aSeceder, never appeared in his practical treatise. From 
conviction of duty, he first joined the Secession, and conti- 
nued its steady friend as long as he lived; while, at’ the 
same time, he discovered the strongest affection to Gospel- 
ministers and private: Christians of the established church, 
and: other denominations. His prayers were always liberal 
and catholic. He seemed peculiarly concerned for the 
Anti-Burger congregation in the neighbourhood, as for 
the parish-church, especially at the time of their gacramen- 
tal solemnities: In regard to what is called Church-com- 
munion, he was strict; but as-to the communion of saints, 
as distinguished from it, he was truly liberal. For years, 
a-praying society met in his house’; some of the members 
of which belonged’to the Established Church, and some to 
the Secession. 

He manifested singular readiness to forgive his ene 
mies. 

Notwithstanding the abuse which he received while he 
was a student, it was remarked that he was never heard to 
open his mouth against the authors of it, or so much as 
rmention the affair. 

To certain writers who reviled hjm from the press he 
meckly replied, ‘‘ Whatever they wish me, my heart’s desire 
is that they may obtain redemption, through the blood of 
Christ, even the forgiveness of sins,. according to the riches 
of his grace. Whatever the call me, may Jehovah. call 
them the Redeemed of the Lord, Sought out, and Not 
forsaken.” To aminister ef another denomination; who had 
treated him with much incivility, he was enabled, by the 
grace of God, to 2fford supply in the day of his brother’s 
poverty, by,secrct remittances of money; and after his de- 
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cease, he offered to take one of his destitute orphans and 
bring him up with his own children, 

On the settlement of any of his students, a3 fixed pastor to 
a congregation, he usually sent him a paper of excellant coun- 
sels in regard to the exercise of his ministry. There are 
many valuable letters inthe possession of the children of de- 
ceased ministers and private Christians, full of scriptural and 
suitable comfort and advice, which he sent on the death of 
their parents. Many a time did he wipe off the tear from 
the widow’s face, by leading her faith to the promises of 
the covenant, and ministering to the supply of her necessities. 
He was singularly backward to believe ill reports of any, but 
especially of those who fill public stations ; being convinced 
that such reports have very often no foundation, and pro- 
duce the very worst effects. Therefore, as he would not 
suffer others to attack characters in his presence, he himself 
must conscientiously avoided the defiling practice. 

As tutor to candidates for the holy ministry, his care was 
to give them a connected view of Gospel-truth, both doc- 
trinal and practical: and that they might be able to support 
and illustrate the several articles of our holy religion, he 
endeavoured to render them mighty in the Scriptures. In 
his System of Divinity and Cases oi Conscience, the public 
have a view of the particular topics which he used to ex- 
plain to his pupils at large. 1t was his concern also to make 
them acquainted with the history of the church; and what 
he published on this subject he had compiled chiefly for 
them. He urged with great earnestness on theif minds, to 
mike themselves well acquainted with the oracles of God in 
the original tongues. Next to these, he recommended, the 
Compendium of Turrentine; Owen’s Works; Fisher’s 
Work on the Assembly’s Catechism ; the Writings of Bos- 
ton, and the Erskines; the Marrow of Modern Divinity, 
with Boston’s Notes; Marshal on Sanctification; Cole on 
God’s Sovereignty ; Hervey’s Theron and Aspasio, with 
his Defence against Wesley; Beart’s Vindication of the 
Law and Gospel; Halyburton’s Defence of Kevealed Reli- 
gion; his Memoirs, together with those of Alexander Ar- 
ch'bald, published at Edinburg in 1768. He earnestly 
warned his students against a merely. philosophical way of 
studying divinity, and strenuously pressed on their minds 
the absolute necessity of heari-religion, that they might 
make proficiency in their studies. His address to them 
prefixed to his system, clearly evinces that he regarded this 
asia maiter of the very last importance. No man could 
bear more patiently with the imprudence and weakness of 
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some of them; and yet when there was occasion, he most 
faithfully admonished them. His admonitions indeed deep- 
ly impressed the consciences, and were long and gratefully 
remembered. He was, in truth, among them as a father 
among his children: he loved them, and sttidied their 
good; and they loved him, and regarded his counsel. No 
season of the year was so pleasant, either to the professor, or 
to the students, as the time of attending the Divinity- Hall. 
The serious and solemn addresses, which on particular oc- 
casions, he made to them, and especially when they parted, 
were affecting indeed, and culculated to leave the best im- 
pressions. Many of his sayings at those times, it is believ- 
ed, will never be forgotten by those who heard them. The 
many able, useful, and acceptable ministers, both in Great 
Britain and Ireland, whom he trained up for the sacred of- 
fice, evince the ample success with which the Lord crowned, 
his labours. 
He fell asleep in Jesus, June 19, 1787. 


—8t 
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Some Reflections upon Psalm LI. 4. 

It has often been surprizing to thinking-persons, that there 
is so little serious attention paid to the things of religion. 
This surprize has been heightened, when they have consi- 
dered, that nothing is wanting which could be supposed ne- 
cessary to this. Men enjoy the means of grace. They are 
favoured with the ordinances of divine institution. They are 
most seriously and graciously invited to return to an offend- 
ed God, now reconciling sinners to himself through his Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

By far the greater number of those, who are favoured 
with it, hear the calls of the gospel with a stupid -indiffer- 
ence, unaffected by the voice of mercy, and unaffrighted by 
the language of stern justice, the denunciations of a sin-hat- 
ing and sin-punishing God. ‘They are not convinced of the 
evil of sin. They see not their guilt and danger. They 
therefore, see not their need of the remedy provided, they 
are under no fearful apprehensions concerning their state and 
of course, reject the Saviour offered them in the gospel: 
Miserable, beyond my power to describe, or yours to con- 
ceive is the situation of such, is your situation, my readers, 
who are unconcerned on this subject, which only demands 
your supreme regard. 
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Prevalent and destructive 2s is this disposition, it is not the 
only dangerous one, to which we are exposed, or which we 
may discover in the world. Men may see their guilt and 
danger. They may be persuaded that sin is a great-evil, 
and, in some respects, they may hate it; they may enter- 
tain some desires, and use some endeavours to tura from it, 
they may. be, apparently, engaged in the things of religion, 
and still remain in a state of enmity to God. They may be 
convinced of sin, and yet, their wills. remain unchanged, 
and, their afiections unsanctified. They may be sorry for the 
injury, which they have done themselves, and yet, have no 
compunction for the injury which they have done to the liv- 
ing Ged. They may hate sin, because it exposes them to 
punishment, and yet be unmoved by the consideration, that 
it is hateful in the sight of God. They may be persuaded, 
that sin is a great evil, because it exposes them to eternal 
misery, and yet have no discoveries of its being an infinite 
evil, as committed against God. And letme cbserve, that, 
without such discoveries, we never can sincerely repent of, 
or turn from it to the service of God. Without these we 
must remain under its curse and exposed to all the misery 
which it justly deserves. 

David had greatly sinned against Uriah, Bathsheba, him- 
self, his family and kingdom. He seems, however, to lose 
sight of all these, when he considers his sin against God. 
“ Against thee, thee only, have I sinned.” 

What was true of David's sin, will prove true concerning 
any of thy numerous and highly-aggravated sins, O reader, 
you may injure yourself and others, by sinning against 
God, yet the principal evil of sin is, that it is “against 
him. 

Sin is against God’s nature. He declares, in the prophe- 
cy of Jeremiah, that it is “that abominable thing which his 
soul hateth.” xliv. 4. ‘ He loves rightcousnes. and hates 
iniquity,” Psalms xiv. 7. and his hatred of sin is irreconcila- 
ble. He farther declares, that sin is a walking contrary to 
him. “If ye will not, for all-this, hearken ‘unto me, but 
walk contrary unto me; then will 1 walk contrary unto you 
also in fury.” Leviticus, xxvi. 27, 28. . 

Sin is against the law of God. When the Apostle would 
give a definition of sin, he says it is “ a transgression of the 
law.” The law forbids it under the most dreadful penalty. 
« Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things written 
in the book of the law'te do them.” Gal. iii. 10. 

Sin is against the moral government of God, and, as far 
as the finite power and limited capacities of the sinner can 
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effect it, is calculated to introduce anarchy and contusia. 
into his moral kingdom. It is, in reality saying, God 1s 
the sovereign of the universe, worthy, infinitely wor thy to 
be obeyed, yet “I will not have him to reign over me.’ 

** Who is the Lord at I should obey his voice?” . I babe 
not the Lord nor will I serve him. Sin i is against the honor 
and glory of God. He indeed * maketh the wrath of man 
to praise him, and the residue of it will he restrain.” He 
brings light out of darkness, order out of confusion, and 
good out of evil. He overrules and terminates the sins of 
his creatures so that they produce the greatest aclvantages, 
and most effectually promote his glory. Yet sin, in its na- 
ture, is calculated to dishonor all the perfections of God, 
and to dishonor im in all the relations in which he stands 
to us, asour Creator, Preserver, Ruler, Redeemer, and as 
the source of every enjoy ment. 

And sin is against the very existence of God. The apos- 
tle John declares that “+ he who hateth his brother is a mur- 
derer,” 1 John iit. 15, because, when left, without restraint, 
to the native depravity of his heart, he would, if opportu- 
nity served, take away his life. What, then, would the 
sinner, who hates God most heartily, do, if it were in his 
power to execute his wishes? He would destroy him. The 
being of God secures, with absolute certainty, the punishment 
of sin. Sinners love sin, and are Jetermined, at all hazards, 
to continue in it, yet they cannot but hate punishment. But, 
as there is no possibility of escaping it while God exists, a 
strong desire pervades their hearts that he did not exist, 
Therefore it is said “the fool hath said, in his heart, there 
is no God,” i. e. the fool sincerely wishes there was no God, 
that he might persevere in sin without any awful apprehen. 
sions of its consequences. 

The great evil of sin, consists especially in this, that it is 
against God. Sin is indeed, a great evil. "The consequen- 
ces of it, to our fellow-creatures, may be inconceivably 
dreadful, and, may be horrible, beyond expression, to our- 

elves. Yet there is an infinite difference between its conse- 
quences, considered in relation to ourselves and as commit- 
ted against God. 

We may make some recompence toa fellow-creature, 
when we injure him; but we canvot make any to God for 
the smallest sin which wé may commit against him. We 
may possibly allege something which might appear, in some 
degree. a reason for our transgressions, at least for owr ne- 
giect ci duty, towards our fellow-creatures. But we cannot 
allege even the shadow of a reason for one sin against God. 
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THE REL‘'GIGOUS INSTRUCTOR. 
Our obligations to our fellow-creatures, abstractly consider- 
ed, are finite, but those, uncler which we are to Jehovah, are 
infinite. 4 

“We may disturb the peace or destroy the happiness of 

» our fellow-men, and run ourselves headlong iato everlast- 
ing misery, by our sins. But what are all iaukind. when 
compared to God? fid what is our happiness, when com- 
pared with the promotion of his honor and the advancement 
of his glory? 

Sin as committed against God is an infinite evil. 

There may bescme difficulty, at first, in conceiving that a 
finite creature ¢an commit an action, which. considered as to 
its morality, is infinitely evil. This difficulty vanishes when : 
you reflect that we aze considering sin in relation to its great ? 







































object, God. 
| Sin when thus considered is an infinite evil, for we are 
iis under infinite obligations to love and serve God. Our obli- 


pipers ‘o perform these duties, arise principally from his 
cing an object worthy our love and service, He is infin itely 
perfect, i. ¢. infinitely worthy to be loved and served. Of 
course we are under infinite obligation to avoid sin, which 
i is directly opposite to his love and service. In close con- 
| nexion with this we may farther observe that sin is com- 
mitted against a being of infinite perfections, and infisite ex- 
cellency ; one who “ is glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders,” yea one “ altogether lov: ely and the chief 
LY among ten thousands.” An infinite punishment is threat- 
ened against sin in the word of God, and will be executed 
4 unless infinite mercy, in Christ Jesus, prevents. “ The wick- 
ed shail go away into everlasting punishment.” An infinite 
attonement has been provided to remove the penal evil of sin, 
and open an honorable way for the exercise of mercy. ‘* We 
aie not redeemed with corruptible things, such as silver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ.” And 
| in the scriptures this is declared to be the “ Lords blood.” 1 
a Cor. xi. 27. 
Sin is a most dreadful evil, alihough the world are dis- 
posed to think very lightly cf its nature. The situation of 
the Christless and graceless soul is awful beyond description, 
, though he may be flattering himself that evil shall not once 
come nigh him. A divine Redeemer, is absolutely neces- 
sary, though careless sinners are vainly imagining that their 
repentance (sinfully imagining that they. can repent when 
they please,) will make ample atonement for all their sins. 
The-long-suflering patience of God is most wonderful, see- 
ing he has not cut us, guilty sinners, off long since, and as- 
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signed us our portion in hell with devils and damned spi- 
rits. : 

Reader, art thoua sinner? Art thou one of Adams guilty, 
ill-deserving and hell-deserving race? Hast thou ever fled, 
to the hope se: hefore thee in the gospel? O be entreated to 
to fly for thy life—Look not behind thee-—Tuarry not in the 
plain of a natural state. Fly to Jesus “the way, the truth 
and the life.” And never rest satisfied, uatil thou hast been 
enabled to believe in him, to the salvation of thy soul, that 
thy sins may be pardoned, thy person and services accepted 
and thy soul put in possession of Salvation. 


D+ ae 


(From the Christian Monitor.) 


ON CHRISTIAN CHARITY. 


THERE is no virtue, perhaps, which is more generally ap- 
plauded than charity. The very name seems to convey a charm 
to the ear, and to impart a fascinating grace to every character 
with which it is associated. But it is to be lamented that 
the name is often extolled with high praise by those who 
have no just ideas of the grace it is designed to express. 
In treating of this grace it may be useful first of all to notice 
certain false notions of charity. 

There are some persons who, misled by the language and 
maxims of the world, confound charity with alms-giving. 
To entitle them to the praise of charity, they suppose it 
enough to bestow a little of their substance on the poor ; 
and, overlooking the motives by which they are actuated, 
they confine their attention to the external act. But the real 
character of every action in the sight of God is determined 
by the principle from which it springs: now men may be in- 
duced to give alms by motives of an indifferent or unworthy 
nature; by a respect to their reputation, by ostentation and 
vanity, or by natural instinctive emotion of pity for the dis- 
tressed, without any regard to God and duty. Who can 
imagine, that to gestow alms from these motives is to exer- 
cise the divine grace of charity? St. Paul plainly points out 
the entire Cifference of thé one from the other, by declaring, 
that though he should “ bestow all his goods to feed the 
the poor, and had not charity, it should profit him no- 

thing.” 
There are others who regard itas the principal office of 
charity, tq exercise an indiscriminate forbearance, or rather, 
indifference with respect to the ¢cligious principles of men. 
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*t Our opinions, say they, are not to be taken into the esti- 
mate of our moral characier. The decisicns of our judg- 
ment cannot be controlled by any external authoriiy. | hey 
must necessarily be determined by the’ evidence fore us, 
and must be the result of the exercise of our own powers, 
Whatever be the principles of our faith, if ovr actiens be 
good we have right to the esteem of men, and sha!) certain- 
ly receive the approbation of God. It is absurd to suppose 
that we shall be acquitted or condemned at the irinunal of 
heaven by our opinions: Christ himself has declared, that 
our “ works” shall be the criteria by which we shall stand or 


£1.” 


But this hypothesis, however plausible, is inconsistent 
both with reascn and with scripture. It is inconsistent with 
reason ; for it goes on the supposition that there is no connec- 
tion between the opinions cherished in our minds, and the 
character of our hearts and lives. It is true, indeed, that 
those opinions which relate to speculative subjects, and which 
themselves are merely speculative, have often little or no influ- 
ence on our active powers. But those opinions which relate to 
subjects in which our highest duties and interest are involved, 
provided they be really regarded by us as fixed principles of 
truth, cannot fail to have a powerful influence on our temper 
and conduct; and, if they be perverted, must produce an 
entire perversion of our moral character. If, for example, 
our views of the character and dispensations uf God be es- 
sentially mistaken views, it is impossible that we should ex- 
ercise proper aficctions of mind toward him ; and if our 
views of our own character and state be radically erroneous, 
our temper and behavior will have no correspondence with 
our real situation. If we have not just conceptions of 
the hcliness, justice, mercy, and faithfulness of God, especi- 
ally as these attributes are manifested in Christ, is it pos- 
sible we should reverence or love him as we ought? And 
if we have not a just sense of the guilt, depravity, and weak- 
ness of man, how can we exercise that humility and peni- 
tence which form distinguishing features of the christian 
character ? % 

The influence of the religious principl@s of men on their 
hearts and lives, might be illustrated by examples taken 
from the heathen world. The heathens ascribe to their gods 
the general characters of knowledge and power; but they 
regard them not as beneficent, holy, and amiable ; but rather 
as tremendous, haughty, irascible, often also as vindictive, 
sensual, and depraved. What then is the influence of these 
religious opinions? ‘Lhe attributes. of their deities inspire 
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them, not with confidence and love, but with fear and sus- 
picion, principles which characterise all: their religious ser- 
vice ; while the examples they are supposed to have exhibited, 
instead of ennobling and purifying their-worshippers, serve 
rather to lead them to an imitation of the vices which form 
their most conspicuous features. Now, though the inhabit- 
ants of a christian country are secured from the gross er- 
rors of the heathen, yet how vague and inadequate are the 
ideas they too often adopt on the subject of religion! How 
often do they frame to themselves a mistaken conception of 
God, divesting him of the awful characters of his justice 
and holiness, changing his. mercy into remissness, and mak- 
ing him altogether such an one as themselves? How 
often do they cherish a delusive idea of their own character 
ascribing to themselves a purity and goodness which exist 
only in their own imagination? The natural effect of the 
opinions they imbibe, is to foster the pride of the heart, to 
cherish the love of the world, and to induce a spirit of sloth 
and security, with respect to a future state. And who does 
not perceive that those effects are completely different from 
those which are produced by a firm conviction of the distin- 
guishing doctrines of the gospel. 

If we consult the scriptutes we find them laying the great- 
est stress on the principles of faith embraced by men. God, 
it is true, has said, that he “* will render to every man accor- 
ding to his works?” but by works is here signified, the whole 
of our character, including both our faith and practice ; nor are 
the good works of the saints represented as the cause of the re- 
ward that shall be assigned them, for this is expressly declared 
to be “ the gift of God through Jesus Christ,” but only as the 
evidence of the sincerity of their faith, and of their progress 
in holiness. The faith of the gospel is ever represented 
both as the source of holiness, and as the means of salvation. 
“ Hie that believeth on the Son of God hath life; he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” 

‘To be indifferent to the religious principles of others, and 
to make no account of their errors, is a species of charity 
which we no where find inculcated in the scriptures. It is 
altogether inconsistent with that ardent love of the truth, that 
steady courage in defending it, and that earnest solicitude 
to promote its progress which they uniformly prescribe. It is 
manifest, that when-God has made known his character and 
will for the salvation of men, (and to those only who acknow- 
ledge this principle I address myself,) we are required both 

by our concern for his ‘glory, and by our regard for the good 
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of others, to be firm and steadfast in maintaining the trutit, 
and resisting every departure frem it. Never let it be thought 
that God has revealed his willin so ambiguous and useless 
amanner, that the truth in its grand features cannot be 
known. We are not indeed to look for an entire coincidence 
of opinion, even among the best of men; but if we study 
the gospel with perseverance and uprightness, and “ask 
wisdom of God,” we shall certainly be led to distinguish its 
peculiar and essential doctrines. And, having perceived and 
embraced them, our duty will be to hold them forth as the only 
means of sanctification and salvation. Can charity require us 
to hear with indifference the doctrine of those who would 
take away from us the sources of salvation and the ground of 
all our hopes? Who represent as dubious or unimportant the 
divinity and attonement of Christ,the necessity of regenera- 
tion, and the operations of the Holy Spirit? Or can it re- 
quire us to allow that there canbe any safety in the state of 
these men, or any holiness in their character? look to the 
conduct of our Lord, and consider his awful denunciations 
against those who opposed the truth: look to that of the 
apostles, and observe their zeal against the enemies of the 
gospel: learn from these examples, that those who burn with 
the purest ardor of love, will be most zealous in maintaining 
*¢ the truth as itis in Jesus,” and “ cortending earnestly for 
the faith delivered to the saints.” True charity will lead us 
to warn those who err, to excite them to serious investigation, 
to expose the falseness and danger of their priaciples ; and 
in short, * in meekness to instruct them that oppose them- 
selves, if God, peradventure, will give them repentance to 
the acknowleding of the truth.” 

There is yet another false appearance of charity which it 
is proper to expose. As christian charity does not require 
an indiscriminate forbearance with respect to religious opini- 
ons, so neither does it require an undistinguishing assent to 
the goodness of the moral character of men. It does not 
require us to shut our eyes against the sins of others, or to 
extenuate the reai evil involved in them. Itis very different 
from the soft or designing complaisance of those who extol 
beyond bounds the good qualities of others, or flatter their 
sclf-conceit, or encourage them im their follies.—It is very 


- different trem that counterfeit charity which extends its 


forbearance and patronage to follies and sins of every name, 
and reserves the severity and acrimony of its censure for 
those who, by a determined adherence to truth and holiness, 
condemn the accommodating maxims of worldly virtue. In 
common conversation you may often hear a person applaud- 
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ed as a most excellent character;” but when you examine 
further you find nothing in him but the spirit and ha- 
bits of the world; the form perhaps of godliness, but nothing 
of its power: no knowledge of its principles, no esteem for 
its laws. You hear another spoken of as “ the best hearted 
man in the world ;” you enquire further, and probably «lisco- 
ver that he is not distinguished by any useful or estimable 
quality, but only by an indiscriminate love of company, by 
wild intemperance and thoughtless profusion. Another you 
hear commended asa person of the clearest judgment and 
greatest talents: but you find hint obtaining these praises 
only from the keenness with which he encers into the views of 
a party. True charity is very different from these counter- 
feit appearances of it.. Itis attended with sobriety of spirit. 
Its judgements accord with those of the word of God, not 
vith the maxims of the world. It is aware of the differ- 
ence between the reality and the appearance of excellence. 
Though sincerely desirous to find what is good in all, and to 
allow and applaud it, it will not confound goed with evil. 
This were to oppose the truth, to offend our God, and to 
endanger the priaciples of our fellow men with whom we 
converse. 

I shall only further observe, that charity with all its mild- 
ness, will not always admit the pretensions of those who 
make high or exclusive claims to the blessings of retigion. 
Our Lord hath warned us, that among professing christians 
there is one class, who “ having heard the word, immediate- 
ly with joy receive it, but have no root, and in time of temp- 
tation fall away.” Those who have any acquaintance with 
the various sects of professing christians, cannot but know 
that there are many persuns who substitute warm and delu- 
sive feelings in the place of humility, faith and holiness. 
Their conceptions of the truth are crude and partial, or per- 
haps grossly erroneous. ‘They are perhaps taught to expect 
and wait for some extraordinary interposition of providence 
or miraculous revelation from heaven ; and giving way to a 
misguided imagination, according as their expectations ap- 
pear to be disappointed or fulfilled, thty are plunged into the 
depths of melancholy, or elevated into extasy and rapture. 
The only conversions they approve of are those which are 
suddenly accomplished by some striking and remarkable 
means. After having experienced these, or supposed them- 
selves to have experienced them, they are too often inflated 
with self-conceit and self-righteousness, and while their pr: - 
tensions are high, often exhibit a conduct that is little cor- 
— 1 them. <A person * aa the spirit of roni 
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charity cannot contemplate the errors and delusions of religi- 
ous enthusiasm without many mournful reflections, arising 
from the unhappy influence of these errors both on the indi- 
viduals subjected to them, and on the general interests of 
religion. He will therefore be solicitous to make a clear 
distinction between truth and error ;—between that regene- 
ration which the scriptures declare to be necessary, and those 
visionary and irrational views and feelings with which it 
is often confounded ;—between those influences of the Spirit 
of God which enlighten, and bumble and sanctify the heart, 
and those imaginary impulses and emotions which serve 
only to puff up a vain and carnal mind. He will “try the 
spirits whether they be of God ;” will “ prove all things, and 
hold fast that which 1s good.” 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS 


To the Missionary Society, at their Sixteenth General 
Meeting, On Thursday, May 10, 1810. 


THe great duty of disseminating the gospel of Jesus Christ 
among the Heathen nations, appears to be better understood 
by serious Christians than in former days. This Society owes 
its existence, and its continuance, to a sense of this duty ; 
actuated by which, their liberal contributions have enabled 
the Directors to continue their exertions in the support of 
Missions already established, and to send forth several addi- 
tional labourers into the extensive field. The Directors to 
whom the Society intrusted the management of their con- 
cerns for the past year, now present td them a summary ac- 
count of their proceedings : and although they have not the 
gratification of relating any very remarkable instances of suc- 
cess, they trust that their Report will be found, on the whole, 
satisfactory and encowraging ; will shew that the grand work 
in which they are engaged is ina prosperous and improving 
state ; will furnish an occasion of new thanksgivings to the 
God ofall grace, and animate the Society to persevere in the 
most vigorous exertions to diffuse the savour of the know- 
ledge of Christ in every part of the world. 

The Directors will first report the progress of their faith- 
ful Missionaries in Africa. 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 
BETHELSDORP. 


Dr. Vander Kemp and his associates continue with unre- 
mitting assiduity their benevolent labours at this institution, 
and in several of the native kraals which are within aconve- 
nient distance to admit of their occasional visits : and the bies- 
sing of God accompanies their zealous exertions. From a 
summary account both of the externul and spiritual state of 
that Mission, we select the following extracts :—‘t The exter- 
nal state of Bethelsdorp puts on gradually a more promising 
appearance : the people become more industrious, The knit- 
ting-school flourishes, under the direction of Brother Read’s 
wife. Formerly we had no corn of our own ; but this year 
the Lord has shewn that it is in his power literally to change 
a desert into fertile ground, by affording, throughout the 
whole year, such an abundance of rain, that we have been 
enabled to sow wheat and barley sufficient for our provi- 
sion, which is almost ripe, and promises a copious harvest. 
The number of inhabitants also increascs, so that we have 
been obliged to surround the square which forms Bethels- 
dorp with a second, and that with a third square, which in 
ail probability will soon be filled up. Our fields are covered 
with cattle, amounting to about 1200 heads, not including 
the sheep aad the goats. There is such an abundance of 
milk and butter, that this last article has been employed in 
manufacturing soap. Other necessary articles, as cloathing, 
corn, and flour, are brought by the boors in waggons, as to 
a market-place.” 

It is impossib:e to contemplate the short sketch here given 
of the outward state of things in this Missionary station, with- 
out the most pleasing and grateful emotions. How remark- 
able is the contrast which ic exhibits, to the rude and unpro- 
ductive condition in which the Missionaries found it a few 
vears ago! What a rapid advance towards civilization has 
Christianity produced in so short a space! How greatly has. 
it promoted the comfort of life, and raised the human charac- 
ter from the lowest state of degradation to sone degree of 
social order and intellectual improvement! This will become 
more apparent, from the following excract relating tothe spi- 
ritual state of if: Mission :—* As to the state of religion, we 
have so much more reasou to praise and glorify the holy 
name of God, as. spiritual biessings outweigh those of the 
world. The word of life is by no means lifeless among us + 
aad although we cannot well estimate the number obathose 
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who we have reason to believe are favoured with a saving 
hnowledge of Christ, on account of their concealing, in great 
part, the inward disposition of their hearts ; yet, from wh: at we 
hear accidentally from others, we believe it to be considerable. 
There are, however, not a few in whom the work of convert- 
ing grace is more evidentto us. Among these we number 
two slaves, and a Hottentot, who frequently come cver on the 
Sunday to hear the word of God ; and three Kaffree women, 
one-of whom, called Leentje, was remarkabie for integrity of 
life, and not Jess for assiduity and fervour in praver. She was 
taken ill at a farm in our neighbourhood, and desired to see 
Brother Vander Kemp, who fetched her home i in a waggon, 
and took her to his house. Here she spent almost nicht and 
day m prayer, an 1d close communion with Christ. Oxe morn- 
mg she sent for Brother Vander Kemp, requesting him to 
give her love to all the people of God, and to be laid in the 
open air: which being done, she said * Now I will go to my 
God ;” and whilst Brethe er Vander Kemp, who expected that 
the disease would be lingering, placed a mat round about her 
to screen her from the rays of the sun, he observed that sho 
turned herself on her side, and inclining her head upon her 
arm, as if going to sleep ; but looking more attentively at her, 
was surprised to find that her last enemy was destroyed before 
any symptom of conflict could be observed. She walked 
with God, and was not; for Cd took her.” 

' Dr. Vander Kemp and his colleagues express a strong per- 
suasion that the institution of an orphan-house at Bethels- 
dorp would be productive of the most beneficial effects ; and 
he has made application to the government at the Cape for 
their sanction and assistance; but has not yet reecived 
any reply. As it appears to us an object of great import: 
ance, we think it proper to give the following extract from 
Dr. Vander Kemp's ‘letter on. the subject: :-—* There is, I 
believe, no fipee where an orphan: house 18 mere necessary 
than at Betheisderp. In other places, it serves only for the 
education of erphans, and children abandoned by their pa- 
rents; but at Bethelsdorp, and in general among the Hot- 
tentots, the education of children is so shamefully ne glected, 
that we fear the rising generation, which is numerous, wil 
become burdensome and even congerous to the colony, un- 
less some ¢fiicacious means be adopted, by which children, 
belonging to the institution, may, from their inf. nev, be ac- 
customed to an industrious and ‘decent life. ‘Lo this end, 
nothing secins to us more conducive than a kind of seminary, 
jn which not only or tine , but children whose education 
maybe neglected by their ‘parents, may be consirained to 
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labour for their’ subsistence. The fund for the support of 
this, may perhaps, in part, be raised by benevolent subscri- 
bers in England, and in part also by the product of the la- 
bours of the children themselves, who may be employed in 
manufacturing soap, mats, straw hats, baskets, leather caps, 
and fishiag-nets ; in taylors’, shoemakers’, carpenters’, or 
smiths’ work. A knitting-school, and one for needle-work, 


will be-netessary. Brother Ullbricht is ready to introduce 


weaving. Some may be employed in collecting socotorine 
zloes, which Bethelsdorp produces in large quantities : but 
the introduction of these employments will be gradual and 
slow, and require an almost Herculean labour.” 

We wait with anxiety to learn the result of the application 
to Lord Caledon on this subject, which appears to us to have 
so direct and auspicious an aspect on the interests of this 
Missionary Society, as to be fully entitled to encourage- 
ment and support both from this Institution and the religious 
public. 

The desiga which Dr. Vander Kemp expressed of attempt- 
ing a Mission in the island of Madigascar, or among the 
nation of the Tambookees, and which he still entertains, has 
not, however, been put in execution, Lord Caledon not 
having yet given his answer tothe representation which has 
been submitted to him ‘on this subject. In the anticipation, 
however, of this event, the Directors have replenished that 
station by the accession of two Missionaries, (Mr. Wim- 
mer and Mr. Pacalt,) whose conduct whilst on board the 
ghip in which they proceeded, and also since their arrival 
at Cape Town, has afforded the Directors peculiar satisfac- 
tion, and justifies the expectation and hope of their future 
usefuiness. | 

It appears that Dr. Vander Kemp has suffered some indis- 
position, and has had a slight fit of the apoplexy, which he 
considers as an intimation that his continuance may be long. 
He concludes one of his letters with the following expres- 
sions of resignation and thankfulness :—“ The path by which 
God is pleased tolead me, is not smooth and uniform ; but I 
have the more reason to bless his holy name, for healing the 
wounds which I now and then receive in my flesh from its 
thorns. He continues to support méin the troubles to which 
{ am, by the nature of my work, exposed ; and I have more 
than once experienced, that He who slept in a storm can 
give rest to my soul, though all around me is agitation and 
alarm.” ) 
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ORANGE, RIVER. 

The accounts from this station continue to besatisfactcry. 
Mr. Anderson, and Mr. Janz, exert themselves with com- 
mendable diligence, in preaching the gospel ; in the instruc- 

~ tion of the adults, and especially the children, in reading ; in 
promoting industry, and particularly in cultivating. of the 
earth, and to which they urge and encourage the natives by 
their own laudable example. Mrs. Anderson also applies a 
herself to the instruction of the females in those branches of 
education which are peculiarly adapted tothem ; and indeed 
there appears to be a judious and constant attention to all 
the means which have a tendency to accomplish the ends in 
view—the conversion of the Heather, their improvement m 
religious knowledge, and in those habits of industry which 
serve to rescue them from the vices connected with the man- 
ners and pursuits of uncivilized life. By these measures, they 
are laying the foundation of a system of social order, both of , 
a spiritual and civil nature: and the divine blessing appears 
to sanction their labours. The congregation consists of about 
800 persons, who reside at or near the Missionary station 
during the whole or the greatest part of the year; as the 
practice intreduced by the Missionaries of cultivating the 
earth for their subsistence, is gradually superceding their fors 
mer habits of hunting, to supply the wants. of nature: and 
thus they are constantly enjoying the beneficial superintengl- 
ence of their instructors. Desides their stated congregation, 
they are surrounded by numerous hordes of Corannas and 
Beschemen, who occasionally receive instruction from them. 
But these faithful servants of our Lord are much entitled both 
to our sympathy and prayers. They are exposed to various 
alarms and dangers, the greatest part of which seems to arise 
out of the quarrels and wars of the rebel Caffres with the 
Bricquas and other tribes ; and although their discreet con- 
duct has impressed on the minds of these savages a considér-. 
able degree of reverence ard respect, and a conviction that 
they are not enemies, but men of peace, and therefore they 
have been hitherto preserved from injury, yet the reports of 
an intended attack on their settlement became so frequent 
and alarming, that it was deemed expedient that Mr. Ander- 
son and his family should visit the Cape Town, in order to 
scek advice and protecticn fromthe government. Their de- 
arture was marked by expressions of the utmost affection on 
the part of the congregation, who considered the plundering 
and destruction of their habitations, and their personal danger, 
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as evils far inferidr to that of losing the instruction and over- 
sight of their teachers. 

Previously to this event, the Missionaries had been visited! 
at their station by Dr. Cowan and Mr. Donavan, of the 83d 
regiment, who had been sent by the government to explore 
the interior of Africa as faras Mozambique. ‘These gentle- 
men received every accommodation and assistance from our 
Brethren, with whom they remained about a week, and by 
whom they were furnished with guides into the interior. On 
their return to the Cape, the report which they made to his 
excellency the governor respecting the conduct of the Mis- 
sionaries, and the result of theirlabours among the Heathen, 
p:oduced on his mind avery favourable impression ; and ac- 
cordingly his excellency received Mr. Anderson with the 
most obliging attention, and assured him aot only of his 
approbation, but of his disposition to protect and assist the 
cause in which he was engaged. He has accordingly ordered 
a supply of such articles as were thought most necessary and 
useful for the station. His excellency has also authorized 
the Missionaries there to teach the children to write, which 
before was prohibited; and we-hope that this privilege 
will be extended to the other stations. Indeed it may be 
justly affirmed, that the cause of religion, both at Cape 
Town and among the Heathen, is promoted and encouray- 
ed by his excellency in the most explicit and efficacious man- 
ner. 

The school-house, which on Sundays is generally full, 
contains about 265 persons: on other days about 80 or 90 
attend. Inthe Kloof, which is 24 miles distant, there is 
a day-school, in which about 40 attend. This school is, 
in the absence of the Missionaries, conducted by one of 
the natives who can read. ‘T'wenty’six adults, and forty-six 
children, have been ‘baptized; and when Mr. Anderson 
left Klaar Water, ‘five more adults had ‘been proposed for 
baptism. ‘The Lord’s supper is administered four times a- 
year. 


GREAT NAMAQUAS, 

This station is under the superintendence of the two ‘Bre- 
thren, Christian and Abraham Albrecht, and its situation is 
the most remote of any of the Missionary scttlements from 
‘Cape’'Town. It-has seldom been visited ‘by Europeans, The 
condition of the natives, before they were visited by the Mis. 
sionaries, was altogether barbarous and rude ; but within two 
or three years, the good providence of God has caused some 
avs of evangelical light to penetrate into these regions of 











a 
















































64 THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 





moral darkness: and in a country’ where Satan has for so 

many ages maintained an undisturbed dominion, there is now 
laid the foundations of that throne which is destined finally 
to subvert his usurped empire. ‘Lhe word of reconciliation 
is preached, and has become powerful in the consciences of 
several who have heard it. 

“* As to our work,” they say, ina letter dated August 24, 
1808, “we can affirm, through the mercy of God, that we 
labcur not in vain, It is true, we often wish to sce still grea 
ter things; but we are most deeply convinced that a power 
far greater than human must enlighten the understandings, 
and convert the hearts, of the poor benighted Heathen ; 
yet you will perceiv e, from our journal, that there are seve- 

ral in our congregation who truly seek the salvation of their 

souls: for instance, two batsard. Hottentots, Gerhardus and 
Johannes Engelbricht, who have been baptized, and whom 
we can with satisfaction admit to the Lord’s table. From 
among the Great Namaqua nation there are three, who not 
only seriously meJitate on the word of God, but seem in 
good earnest about their salvation. In the same state of 
mind are several women belonging to our people. There 
are others, who say, with King Agrippa, ‘ Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a Christian.’ ” 

A letter from Mr. C. Albrecht, dated October 29, 
1808, contains an interesting account of the proceedings 
of the Brethren in this remote district; but as it is too 
long to form a part of the Report, it will appear in the Ap- 
pendix. 

The Directors are taking measures to comply with the ear- 
nest request of the Missionaries for additional assistance ; and 
they have the satisfaction to mention that Miss Burgman, a 
Dutch lady, is now on her way to that station, where, on 
her arrival, she will be united with Mr. C. Albrecht, and join 
her sister-in-law in her pious labours among the female Na- 
maquas. The exemplary devotedness and eminent qualifica- 
tions of this lady, encourage the hope that she will become 
a distinguished instrument in promoting the interests of 
Christianity and of civilization in this distant and almost 
unknown region. The Directors are obliged, by the necessary 
limits of a Report, to omit a variety of interesting occurrences 
contained in their journals; but they may be found in the 
XXIst Number of the Missionary Transactions, lately pub- 
lished. 
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LITTLE NAMAQUA LAND. 

Mr. J. Sydenfaden has the charge of this Missionary 
station. He was originally associated with the Brethren Al- 
brecht in the preceding Mission, and superintended a branch 
of it which was situated at a distance from Klaar Water, 
about two days’ journey ; but, in consequence of the sai 
of procuring subsistence for himself and his numerous fol- 
lowers, for want of meadows and water, and after suffering 
many) privations and hardships which he endured with the 
constancy and patience becoming a Christian Missionary, he 
obtained per mission from Lord Caledon to establish his insti- 
tution on the Camisburg, in Little Namadua Land. In alet- 
ter written by him from Cape Town, he mention: that the 
number of his followers was from 4 to 500, among whom he 
had reason to hope that some served the Lord in spirit and in 
truth ; although many others worshipped formally, which 
occasioned him much sorrow of heart, and constrained him 
te pray fervently for that meckness, patience, and wisdom, by 
which he might conduct himself as became a true servant of 
Christ. There were 34 among his congregation who were 
able to read the Scriptures ; and others who were learning 
to spell were also anxious to learn to read. A young man, 
named Lucas Kemmedo, of good disposition and abilities, he 
has made schoolmaster ; and two others, of about 40 years 
each, he has appointed to be clerks, for the purpose of read- 
ing the Scriptures every morning and evening, engaging in 
prayer, and singing of hymns, during his absence ; and he has 
nad the satisfaction to hear that things are going on very 
well, that religion and tuition are in a forward state; and 
he adds, “ I pray Ged that, on my return, I may find every 
thing in such order as to be able to minister to many the 
sacrament, and to erect a small community to my Lord. Dur- 
ing his stay at the Cape, he was married to Miss Maria Schon- 
kin, whois sister to the wife of Mr. Anderson; and who ap- 
pears to be actuated by a truly devoted spirit, and prepared to 
endure the privations, as well as share in the labours, of a 
Missionary among the uncivilized Heathen. 

On the whole, we feel abundant cause for satisfaction and 
thankfulness in the African Missions ; and trust that when 
they are strengthened, as we trust they will be, by additional 
labourers, the Society will have the pleasure of finding that 
the kingdom of Christin that little-known and neglected part 
of the world will.be widely extended. 

Vou. I. I 















} 
' 


THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 


OTAHEITE. 


_ The most important intelligence received during the past 
al respecting the Mission in Otaheite, is froma letter dated 

ov. 12, 1808, at Huaheine, an island about 16 leagues 
distant from it, to which the greater part of the Missionaries 
thought it necessary to retire, in consequence of a civil war 
which had just broken out between Pomare, the king of Ota- 
heite, and a party of his subjects who wished to dispossess 
him of his authority. « The letter which communicates-this 
information is. very short, being written in haste, immediate- 
ly after the arrival of the Brethren at Huahcine, and when the 
Pecterance. theewessel which conveyed them to that island, 
was on the point of departure. The danger, however, does 
not appear to have been very imminent as four of the single 
Brethren were left, no doubt with their own consent, at Ota-. 
heite ; these, however, the letter states, were expected short- 
ly to follow them: whether they did so or not, the Directors 
have not yet been informed. Our hope is, thatif they could 
retire toa place sufficiently remote from the scene of conflict, 
they would. be able, at the conclusion of hostilities, which 
are seldom of long continuance, to resume theif labours. 
They were kindly received by the chiefs of Huahéine, to 
whom they were not altogether strangers, as two of the Bre- 
thren had formerly visited that island, and their preaching 
had been favourably received. The Missionaries conclude 
their letter by. ‘‘ praying that the Lord may over-rule this un- 
expected, and to them, painful dispensation, for the further 
good of the Missionary cause.” In this wish the Directors 
sincerely unite, and are not without hope that the dispersion 
of the Missionaries may tend to the more extensive diffusi- 
on of the gospel in the southern isles. 

Since our last meeting, Mr. Henry Bicknell, one of the 
first Missionaries who offered his services to the Society, and 
who has been.a diligent and faithful labourer at Otaheite from 
the first, arrived in England. He left Otaheite in May, 
1808, and proceeded to Port Jackson, in hope of obtaining a 
suitable partner in life at that settlement ; but not succeeding, 
he came home, and has since been married to a pious young 
woman, with. whom he sailed in the Cawapa, a shipsent out 
by Government with 100 female convicts. Mr.'and Mrs. 
Bicknell were accompanied by four other pious women, who 
are now on their way to Port Jackson, and who will reside 
for a time in the colony under the care and direction of the 

Rev. Mr. Marsden, the active and zealous chaplain of the 
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settlement. The-single Brethren at Otaheite, who have ex- 
pressed an earnest wish to enter into the married state, (a 
measure which appeared to them and tothe Directors expe- 
dient, not only for their own comfort, but for the perpetuity 
of the Mission,) will have an opportunity of visiting them af 
Port Jackson, and of uniting themselves with pious partners, 
whose assistance and example at Otaheite, or anyother island 
where they may settle, will, it is hoped, contribute to the 
stability and prosperity of the Mission. 

They are also accompanied by Tapive, a native of Otaheite, 
who having a strong desire to visit this country, arrived here 
about three years ago, after along succession of dangers and 
disappointments. By the assistance of this Society, and other 
gentlemen who felt interested in his welfare, he has received 
considerable instruction, with a view to his being qualified to 
teach his. brethren. 

The directors acknowledge, with gratitude, their obliga: 
tions to. Government, who, on the application of Sir Joseph 
Banks, readily granted a free passage to the seven persons 
just mentioned; and also assisted the Taheitéan stranger in 
his equipment.for the voyage, furnished him also presents 
for his.countrymen,:on whom it may be hoped the favours 
conferred on him may have~a beneficial effect. A hope is 
also indulged that the conversation of the good women who 
sailed in the Canada, may be rendered useful to the female 
conviéts, for. the instruction of whose children they ~had 
commenced a school on board the ship before they left Spit- 
head. , 

By conversation with Mr. Bicknell, as well as from the 
journals last received, there is reason to conclude that ‘al- 
though positive instances of conversion cannot be produc. 
ed, yet that a considerable degree of knowledge concerning 
the true God, and the method of salvation by Jesus Christ, 
has been generally diffused among'the ‘Taheiteans. There 
is also. reason to hope that a few individuals have died in 
the Lord. A seaman who touched at the island was brought 
under serious impressions,» by hearing the Missionaries. 
He has since proved himself a zealous disciple of Christ, 
and has been very useful to many of his shipmates*. Al- 


* He vistted the island in a South Sea whaler. On the 
return home, from a fear of being inipressed, he entered on 
board his mayesty’s shipthe Voluntaire. He was afterwards 
removed to the Gauges , where he was made a signal blessing 
to hes shipmates, so- that sixteen, or more, it is said, were 
awakened to a sense of religion by his instrumentality. His 
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though the superstitions and cruelties of the Taheiteans are 
yet continued, a consciousness cf their evil seems to be en- 
tertained, and their chiefs are anxious to conceal them from 
the Missionaries. . 

A spelling-book in the Taheitean language, sent over by 
the Brethren, has been printed in London, some hundred 
copies of which Mr. Bicknell has taken with him, and which 
will be very serviceable in the teaching of the children. On 
the whole, the Society must patiently wait the Lord’s time 
for that success which it is humbly hoped will ultimately 
crown the persevering labours of the Brethren. 


ASIA, 


To this most extensive field for Missionary exertions we- 
now turn our attention, with a solicitude, in some degree, 
proportioned to the immense claims which it makes on our 
benevolence, and which are derived not only from its vast 
extent and population, but from other circumstances, which 
more directly relate to ourselves, as Britons and as Christians. 
For, for what purpose, but the manifestation of his own glory, 
has the great Disposer of nations placed under the control of 
the British government so great a portion of these regions, 
and also preserved to us that commercial intercourse with the 
great empire of China, which other nations have nearly lost? 
Surely the friends of Missions can be at no loss for a satisfac- 
tory reason for these arrangements of Divine Providence ! 
An attentive view of this subject must necessarily present to 
our minds the most powerful motives to impart to those un- 
numbered myriads of our fellow- creatures, by every practica-, 
ble means, that precious gospel, which forms the glory, and 
we trust will prove the defence, of our native land, to the 
latest posterity. 

The events that have. transpired since our last annual so- 
lemnity, are of a mingled nature. While we have to lament 
the loss of a beloved Brother, removed from the scene of those 
interesting labours for which he was matured by his qualifica- 
tions as to language and local experience, and to adore in 
silence that dispensation which our dark and limited minds 
cannot comprehend, we have to acknowledge with gratitude 
the goodness of our God, in carrying safely across the ocean 





good conduct procured for him the offer of promotion; but. he 
declined it, requesting only to be made the ship’s corporal, iz 
which office, having the care’ of the boys, he hoped to be made 
useful in training them up in the fear of Gad. 
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ceveral of our dear Brethren and sisters, who have reached 
the shore of India in health and safety*. 

In the former event, we behold a devoted servant of Christ 
called from the work in which he delighted oa earth, to the 
unmixed felicities and nobler services of the church trium- 
phant. In the latter, we behold the prayer recommended ta 
the disciples by Jesus himself answered, and “more la- 
bourers sent forth into the harvest.” But O with what 
emphasis are we compelled, with such a scene before us, 
to add—* The harvest truly is great, but the labourers ARE 
FEW!” 


MADRAS. 

Our dear Brother Loveless has, during the past year, been 
so much afflicted by sickness, that his public labours were for 
a considerable time interrupted. During this interval, our 
respected friend, Mr. Vos, had supplied his place with much 
acceptance ; and, at the‘dates of Mr. Loveless’s last letters, 
in October, he was perfectly restored, and had resumed 
all his engagements. While attentive to the duties of the 
important stations he occupies, as a preacher, and as mas- 
ter of the asylum, he laments that the commencement of 
the Surat Mission, for which he was originally destined, 
should have been solong delayed, through the circumstances 
which were fully detailed in our last Report ; and he still re- 
commends and encourages its being commenced by suitable 
Missionaries. 

He was much cheered at the prospect of soon seeing the 
Brethren from the Cape of Good Hope, and assures us that on 
their arrival at Madras they would all be cordially received ; 
and that there was no obstruction to the two Brethren pro- 
ceeding to the Birman Empire. These intimations are highly 
gratifying, after the unworthy attempts that have been made, 
here and in India, to prejudice the public against the Mis- 
sionary cause. 

His ministry in the chapel appeared to go on comfortably ; 
and much liberality in the support of it began to be mani- 
fested among the hearers. One of them had presented him 
with 100 star-pagodas (40/.) for the necessary expenses, so 
that he had been enabled to replace to the Society’s funds, 


* The Brethren Gorden and Lee, with their families, sail- 
ed from I hiladelphia in May, 1809, and arrived at Calcutta 
in September. . The Brethren Pritchett, Brain, and Hands. 
sailed from the Cape of Good Hope, Decs 7, 1809. 
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what had been advanced therefrom for the chapel the last 
ear. . 
, The male ‘school he had undertaken was in a prosperous 
state, and so well supported, that’a proposition had been 
_ made to commence a female school on the same plan: the 
subscription was begun, and application had been made to 
Government, to render these establishments permanent. He 
says, that if the descendants of Europeans, by whose zeal 
these infant seminaries were principally raised, had “a Mis- 
sionary minister entirely devoted to their spiritual instruc- 


»* tion, many would probably prove ornaments to the church of 





Christ.” 

The death of the Rev. Dr. Kerr, of Madras, a truly Chris- 
tian minister, and zealous friend of Missions, was announced 
in our last Report, and was‘justly considered as peculiarly 
afflictive ; but it evidently appears that God had provided 
other faithful servants like-minded, who act on the same kind 
and liberal principles in the support of His cause, and in for- 
warding every plan for the diffusion of the light of divine 
truth among the Heathen. 

Our aged Brother Vos, not finding himself comfortable at 
Vizagapatam, had, as he formerly purposed, returned to pass 
the remainder of his days and ministry among his country-. 
men at the Cape of Good Hope. 





VIZAGAPATAM. 

Our Brother Des Granges, though deeply afflicted by the. 
removal of his dear coadjutor, continued, with exemplary di- 
ligence, his labours of love, in teaching, preaching, and trans-. 
lating the Scriptures and small tracts into Telinga, assisted by 
Anandarayer, formerly a Bramin, who, with his pious wife, 
exhibited unequivocal proofs of the power of that glorious. 
gospel, by which they had been brought out of darkness into. 
marvellous light. 

Suitable steps had been taken to facilitate the journey of 
the Brethren Gordon and Lee from Bengal to. Vizagapatam,, 
which we trust has been accomplished ; and that this impor- 
tant Mission, reinforced by these long-expected Brethren, is, 
now proceeding successfully, under the fostering care’ of the. 
great Head of the church. 

Our last letters from Mr. Des Granges are dated in August 
and September, 1809. He continues to exhibit the power 
and influence of the love of Christ on his heart, and appears: 
to be animated by a true Missionary spirit. caiiaay 

Just as he was conclading these communications, he had, 
learnt, to his great joy, of the arrival of his frieads Gordon, — 
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and Lee, with their families, in: Bengal. Extracts from his 
correspondence will convey an idea of his situation and exer- 
tions. 


IN CEYLON, 

The Missionary Brethren, Palm, Errhardt, and Read, con- 
tinue their laudable exertions in different places ; but we are 
much concerned to state, that the Missionary cause does not 
prosper in the island. Pure and evangelical religion is hat- 
ed and opposed by the nominal Christians. Many of the 
Malays and Cingalese, who has been baptized-by the Dutch 
ministers when the island was in their possession, have re- 
lapsed into gross idolatry ; and the blind attachment of the 
natives in general to their abominable idols, together with 
the difficulty of acquiring the Cingalese language, and the 
very limited number of Missionaries, all combine to hinder 
the progress of the gospel in this populous domain of the Bri- 
tish Empire. 

It is, however, some alleviation of our regret, that the deso- 
late situation of the inhabitants, in a moral and religous point 
of view, seems to be generally felt ; in consequence of which 
the presiding judge of that island has taken measures, we are 
informed, to obtain from home Christian teachers, for the in- 
struction both of Europeans and of the natives. Some good 
men of high rank in military stations, with whom the Directors 
have had communication, are also strongly impressed with the 
feelings of compassion towards. this destitute people, and are 
anxious to obtain suitable help. These good intentions it will 
bé the duty and pleasure of the Directors to promote as far 
as may be in their power. 

By a diary received from Mr. crrhardt, at Matura, which 
contains his proceedings from March, 1808, to the close of 
that year, it appears, that on the 4th of May, only about eight 
months after the period of his paintul separation from Mr. 
Vos, his sphere of usefulness was again enlarged ; and he was 
unexpectedly authorized, by a warrantfrom the governor, to 
perform all the duties of the ministerial office, in Matura, and 
its district. At Point de Galle also, which is near Matura, and 
where Mr. Vos was formerly stationed, until called from 
thence to Columbo by Governor North, he was likewise en- 
couraged to discharge the same duties. He appears to have 
entered on these labours in a spiritual frame.of mind, and in 
the exercise of that Christian prudence which his circum- 
stances required, ~The extracts from his diary inthe Appen- 


dix will sufficiently express his situation, views, and avoca- 
fions. 
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By a letter from Mr. W. Read, dated at Point de Galle, 
Feb. 14, 1809, we find that he preached to the English sol- 
diers, and visited them when confined to the hospital’; and 
for the last two years had also exhorted in Dutch, on Lord’s- 
day evenings, in the house of a friend. He meets the most 
serious of the people at the house of one of the Dutch elders 
once a-weck. He continued to study the Cingalese language, 
in which he could read, write, and speak a little : and hoped 4 
by degrees to attain such maturity, as to expound the Scrip- f 
tures in that language. He kept a school for teaching Cin- 
galese and Portuguese boys the English language, on which Be 
he engrafted religious instruction ; and had got two approved i 

* catechisms translated into Dutch, Portuguese, and Cingalese, ¥ 

* which he hopes to get printed at Columbo. He asks for a : 
supply of Bibles, hymn-bouks, prayer-books, &c. for his 
school, all which will be sent him: and says he has no 
doubt that much good may be done by gocd Missionaries 
who could speak the Cingalese language, notwithstanding 
the deplorable darkness of that people, which, like Brother 
Errhardt, he describes and laments in the most affecting 
terms. 

From Mr. Palm, who was situated at Tillipally, near Jafi- 
napatnam, we have received no later accounts than those 
published in the XXth Number of Transactions, dated Feb. 
28,1808. It is probable that his letters and journal are on 
their way ;and also communications from Mr. Ringeltaube ; 
(who was at Palamcotta, inthe Tinevelly district ;) but none 
have yet reached us : it would appear, however, by the agent’s 
account, that the latter is employing catechists to assist him 
in his labours. ‘: 


ee 


CHINA. 

Every account from our Missionary, Mr. Morrison, renews 
and heightens our satisfaction. By his indefatigable attention 
to the language, with the aid of able teachers, the principal 
difficulties are surmounted ; and it appears that the period of 
his acquiring it completely, is by no means so distant as might 
have been expected. 

His journals, to the close of the year 1808, have been 
received, and letters to April 17, 1809: from the former, 
some extracts appear in our XXIst Number of Transactions. 
Further interesting matter will be given in our future ‘Num- 
bers. 

It has proved of great advantage to him, that he copied 
and carried out with him the Chinese translation of the gos- 
pels, &c. preserved in the British Museum; which he now 
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finds, from his own increasing acquaintance with the lan- 
guage, and the opinion of his Chinese assistants, to be ex- 
ceedingly valuable, and which must, from the excellency of 
the style, have been produced by Chinese natives. _ 

Mr. Morrison has also obtained other unexpected helps in 
reference to the Scriptures ; particularly an Exposition of the 
Decalogue, in three volumes, in Chinese, which a native, pro- 
fessing the Roman Catholic religion, furnished him with. 
It is but justice to notice the constant and grateful attention 
paid to Mr. Morrison by Yong Sam Tak, the Chinese native 
who assisted him wher: in London ; and whose friendly ser- 
vices on many occasions, where a_ native only could serve 
him, have evinced his good disposition, and the favourable 
impression made upon his mind by Mr. Morrison’s upright- 
ness and benevolence. 

The recent political disputes between the Chinese and our 
countrymen had occasionally interrupted his studies, and 
constrained him, with all the Europeans and Americans, re- 
peatedly to remove from Canton to Macao, where he conti- 
nued at the date of the last letters. 

His talents, and assiduity in acquiring the language, have 
already opened to him a prospect of such support, as will, 
in future, lessen the great but unavoidable expenses of this 
important Mission, and probably secure to him a permanent 
residence. He had providentially met with a respectable and 
pious English family at Macao, (Mr. Morton’s) who brought 
letters from Mr. Loveless ; and shortly afterwards, he entered 
into the conjugal relation with Miss M.; whose brother, an 
interesting youth, received his first-serious impressions from 
the conversation of our Missionary Read at Ceylon. He had 
afterwards been greatly assisted, when at Madras, by Mr. 
Loveless, and by reading the works of Alleine and Doddridge, 
He immediately attached himself to Mr. Morrison, and was 
very desirous to devote himself wholly to the Lord, and the 
study of the Chinese language, with a view to Missionary 
labours. We cherish a hope that this youth will prove a great 
help to him; and at Mr. Morrison’s recommendation, we 
have empowered him to receive Mr. Morton ioto the 
service of the Society, if his perseverance, piety, and suita- 
bleness, should be ganifested as he advances in years and. 
experience, 

The following extracts will afford an interesting view of 
the state and progress of the great work in which our 
beloved Brother is engaged ; and of the unabating piety 
which supports and animates his mind, under a privation of 

Vou, I. A 























































G4 THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCIOR. 





the outward means and ordinances enjoyed in Christian so- 
ciety. 

1808.—" At the close of this year, I bless the Lord for his 
great goodness manifested towards me in ten thousand in- 
stances. I bless him for a large portion of health, for the 
light of his countenance, and for success in my studies. I F i 
have not to rejoice over any br-ught from the error of their a 

‘ 








ways, and from their dumb idols, to serve the living and the 
true God: yet I have to bless the Lord that he has granted 
me considerable success in the attainment of the language. Ay 
I trust that the period of acquiring it thoroughly is by no DG 
means so distant as I once supposed it would be. In the 
grammar, dictionary, and Scriptures and essays on the Chris- | 
tian religion, which are proposed, I see an extensive field of iy 
labour that may be cultivated with advantage on the confines 
of this empire ; and whilst that is effecting, the Lord may 
prepare the hearts of civil governors to open to us a great 
and effectual door. 

“« Should you not have written to me as to what extent you 
will accredit me in publishing the grammar and dictionary, 
or any part of the Scriptures, I hope you will be very parti- 
cular in your next communications on that head ; and in con- 
templating the extent of their circulation, include the nations 
of Japan and Cochin-china. I hope considerable benefit will 
accrue to your future Missionaries from the grammar and 
dictionary, and from the collection of Chinese books which 
I have made at your expense. 

‘© The grammar is prepared for the press, and the diction- 
ary is daily filling up. ‘The MS. of the New Testament is 
in part fit to be printed. All these, however, are deferred 
till I shallbe more deeply versed in the language, that what 
shall be done may not be hasty and imperfect. 

“© The whole expense for the first year, including food, 
house-rent, books, tuition, domestics, and the expenses 
of removing to and from Canton, was upwards of 5001 
The danger of incurring still greater expense, prevents 
any steps being taken at present towards printing. Indeed 
nothing can be done till I be instructed to what expense I may 

*« T have said above, that at present I have no prospect of 
entering the empire ; and indeed, unless it were with great 
freedom, it is not desirable. ‘The works I propose, and my 
personal assistance to your future Missionaries in the a€qui- 
sition of the language, will be much better accomplished 
where, I now am, or at Penang, than in China; aud are, 
moreover, likely tobe, by the blessing of God, productive ef 
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much greater good than even a residence at Pekin. An 
aversion to all'foreigners is a leading feature in the disposi- 
tion of this people. 

“ But we raise our eyes to Jehovah our Saviour; we 
shall not be discouraged, but go forward. Nothing is too 
har for God. Hath he spoken, and will he not do it? O 
no; all the ends of the earth shall remember, and turn to 
the Lord, and the kindreds of the nations bow before him! 
Farewell! - 

Yours in the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, 
Rezert Morrison,” 


ee 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM INDIA. 


Extract of a ktter from the Rev. F- Gordon, to R. Ral. 
ston, Esq. Philadelphia, dated Calcutta, November 
2, 1809. 


MY DEAR SIR, 

By the good hand of our Heavenly Father we are 
brought to this place, in a comfortable measure of health 
and strength. It is very near three years since we left our 
friends and country, for this land of darkness and death; 
but, upon which the Sun of righteousness has begun to 
shine, and his cheering influence is seen and felt. It is in- 
deed, devoted to idolatry. Here are gods many and lords 
many, of stone, earth, wood and gold; the latter, with hea- 
then, and the called christian has the greatest Poovate. 

Here, however, there are afew whuse garments are not 
defiled ; may their number be increase. and their glory be 
great! Of thestate of religion in this country vou will be 
informed by those wh» have more extensive information, 
and intimate acquaintance than such a novice as I, can be sup- 
posed to have. 

Our passss2wes a short one, we were just 114 days on 
board ; O that the great head of his church may make some 
use of us to promote his glory, in dispelling the darkness 
which prevails; he can use feeble instruments. During 
our voyage we were favered with frequent opportunities of 
speaking to the men, had preaching every Lords day, on 
deck, we had family worship, owce every day, in the cabin. 
Some of the bibles and the cracts were distributed among 
the ships company, and we had the pleasure to sce them 


read. Happy should I be to say that any lasting effect has. 
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been produced, however they are left without excuse, for they 
have heard of a Saviour. In conversing with some I have 
often been led to hope well; it was peculiarly pleasant to 
see them engaged on the Sabbath day in reading the sacred 
scriptures—three or four learned to read during the voyage, 
one upwards of forty years of age. 

We had nothing very remarkable to record, Mrs. L. was 
confined about five weeks after we were out and was very 
well, got soon up, the Lord appeared to give her a good 
time. Round the Cape it was rough and cold. We had 
the happiness to mect with the dear brethren from Seram- 

oor on the 14th September, who received us with open 
oi and arms. We have had many opportunities of meeting 
with them. They are diligent, laborious men of God; he 
has honored them much in his service—The place of wor- 
ship in Calcutta is well attended and there are added to the 
church of such as shall be sayed. They have manifested 
the greatest kindness ; we have been suffered to join in the. 
communion of their church, making it appear, that we are 
all one in Christ, and members one of another. 


Extract of aletter fromthe Rev. W. Lee, to the Rev. 
F. F. Janeway, Philadelphia, dated Vizagapatam, 
Fanuary 6, 1810. : 


Very Dear Brother in Christ. 


Mrs. Lee and myself, with our two children arrived in 
safety from Bengal at this place, on the 11th of December 
last, after a passage of sixteen days, in a native brig, anda 
journey of 15 miles, in palankeens. Nothing could have 
afforded us more mutual pleasure, than joining this mission 
with our beloved brather and sister Desgranges. We now 
anxiously wait the arrival of brother and sister Gorden whom 
we left in Calcutta. 

[ have commenced learning the Gentoo language, for 
which purpose, have a Brahmin from morning to night. I 
begin to read a little, but can only understand a word here 
and there. I find all my powers and resolution, patience 
and time, are necessary in order to make any pro- 
reer otherwise the difficulties will prove insurmounta- 

Ce 

It is not easy for you, my dear sir, to form a judgment 
ef the miserable condition of the natives around, were you 
here with us, you wouid feel for them, perhaps, more than 
you possibly can, at such a distance ; as your pity at home, 
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can only be moved, by what you hear and not by what you 
see. Here are idols, and temples all around us and thou- 
sands, yea tens of thousands, are daily sacrificing to devils. 
The very same objections, which I have heard offered 
against the gospel in Europe and America, are common 
amongst this people. If you tell them the impropriety of 
lying and cheating, &c. which practices form a part of their 
religion, they will tell you in reply, that it is the custom of 
the country, “ that they are not accountable for any of their 
evil actions, as God is the author of every thing, both good 
and bad, and if evil displeased Him he would prevent it.” 
Talk to them, about the vanity of their idols ; their inabili- 
ty to afford them any relief, their number and different 
kinds, they will try to persuade you, that the God they 
worship, is all one with ours; that, as there are many rays 
in the sun, and all emanations from the same, so the num- 
berless idols, which they worship, form but one God, and 
are so many emanations from him. They are however a 
very timid and submissive people, though so deceitful, that 
it is difficult to form a judgment respecting them, as they 
will frequently make pretensions to religion, from sinister 
motives. This renders it necessary, to wait a considera- 
ble time, before a candidate can be admitted to bap- 
tism. 

There is a Christian Brahmin, (whom I have not yet had 
the pleasure of seeing, being absent on a visit to his friends) 
in this mission, who assists brother Desgranges in the trans- 
lation of the scriptures, who, together with his wife, adorn 
the doctrine of God their Saviour, and are likely, by the 
blessing of God, to be of great use amongst the hea- 
then. 

The translation goes on slowly, the death of brother 
Cran was a great hindrance, our arrival will I hope, in some 
measure, contribute to iis progress ; not that we can de any 
thing to it ourselves, but other things, such as the school, 
&c. will fall upon us, and brother D. can spend more of 
his time to this delightful work. Matthew and Mark’s gos- 
pels are complete, and to the end of Romans is ready for ex- 
amination, . 

Many persons come to enquire about the Christian religi- 
on, when tracts, in their own language are put into their 
hands, which they read with attention and some degree of 
astonishment, so that we are not without hope that God 


will induce time, open the hearts of this people to receive di- 
vine truth. 
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Extract of a letter from the Rev. W. Lee, to the Rev. 
Dr. A. Green, Phila udelphia, dated Vizagapatam, 
Fan. 11, 1810. fe 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 





You will be glad to hear that we are all through di- 
vine goodness, in health and happily united with our bro- a 
ther and sister Des Granges in this place. I found my dear ve 
brother alone in the work, having been bereaved of his co- Poe, 
league, (G. Cran) about a year ago. This has been to him 
an afflictive providence indeed, but the Lord has done all 
things well; and has now placed other though unworthy 
missionaries, in his room. 
I am daily studying the language with my Brahmin, 
but cannot make much progress as yet, I begin to find 
out some of the difficulties, which attend it; but these are 








common to all beginners and to all languages; on this 

account therefore, they are nota source or cause of discou- 

ragement. t 
The other evening I passed in my walk akindof altar, or da. 

square monument, in the form of steps; which was erected 3 


in memory of a woman who burnt herself on that spot ; 
(about a quarter of a mile from our house)—at this place 
some Brahmins and people of a lower cast, were assem- 
bled, to play music (which to an European, is of the roughest 
kind, but to them most melodious,) and offer some sacrifice, 
to the dead, (a fowl or something of the kind) which the 
Brahmins afterwards devour; on our return, we found 
the altar deserted and a light left burning on it. 
This day brings the return of a great feast among the a 
Gentoos, which is to continue three days, all the natives of 
cast celebrate this feast; consequently no work can be oy 
done, either by the writers, mechanics, lahourers, or ser- . 
vants. | 
These holidays are very numerous in the course of the 
year and occasion a great waste of time. How should we 
pity and pray for such superstitious, such idolatrous people ? 
Surely if it was necessary that Christ should “ go through 
Samaria,” when he was on earth, it is necessary, that he 
should come to this place, in the power of His Spirit, and the 
preaching of His gospel ; that He may communicate to 
their thirsty dying souls, that “living water, which will 
spring up unto everlasting life.” For this, let me intreat 
you my dear sir, earnestly to prry ; but why need I urge 






















ra 
’ 
a” 
4 
' 
YY | 
fi 
- 










i  - ‘Religicus Intelligence. 79 
this upon you ?# I know you pray for the heathen, I know 
you pray for missionaries, and would rejoice to hear of the 
success of the gospel amongst them. This will be news, 
which I, hope to communicate another day, till then, let 


us wrestle with God, as Jacob. did, that we may pre- 
vail. 


Extract of aletter from Mr. D. L. Dodge, dated New- 
York, 29th Octover, ¥810, addressed to R. Ralston, 
Esq. Philadelphia. 


MY DEAR SIR, 

“© The Directors of the New-York Bible Society, have 
authorized me to transmit $1000 for them, and $100 re- 
ceived from the Young Men’s Society, to Mr. Carey and 
his friends at Bengal, to aid them in their good work of 
translating the scriptures into the native languages of India. 
The object of this to solicit your friendly aid in obtaining a 
good conveyance, free of expence, if practicable.” 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. S. Blatchford, D. D. 
dated Lansingburgh, Oct. 8, 1810. 





“The seriousness in my congregation has not abated. 
We have had an addition of 25, within three months to the 
church. May the dear Lord accomplish his purposes, 
bring in his chosen, fill eachof our hearts with divine love, 
and fill the world witb his glory.” 





I'xtract of a letter from the Pastors of the seyerat 
Congregations in Alexandria, to the President of the 
Lible Society of Philadelphia, dated October 16th 
1816, 


Sir, 


We the Pastors of the Episcopal, Presbyterian and Me- 
thodist congregations, send you the sum of five hundred and 
forty six dollars and thirty one cents for the use of the Bible 
Society. . 

This money came, in a singular manner into our hands. 
We were visited by a Mr. P B , under the assumed 
character of a missionary, from a society, said by him to be 
established at St. Louis, in Upper Louisiana, for the purpose 
of ameliorating the condition of the Savage tribes; the 
vouchers which he had artfully drawn up, had hitherto 
furthered his views. Having nearly completed his collections 
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here, he was detected as‘an impostor, and went off, leavin 

behind him most of the money which he had collected, here, 
and at other places in his progress through Virginia. His 
real name is P— B . Letters of enquiry have 
been forwarded to St. Louis, the answers to which affirm, 
that no such society exists there, nor the name of P. B—— 
or B known. Onaconsultation of a committee of 
the different congregations in this town, relative to the ap- 
propriation of the money, it was unanimously agreed, that 
it should be transmitted by us to the Bible Society in Phi-- 
ladelphia, directing the Society to disperse the Bibles, 


which the above sum may procure, among the frontier set- 
tlements. 








State of Religion in Georgia. 


Religion has rapidly revived within the last twelve months 
both in this state and the state of South Carolina. The 
following is the sum total of the report of the Edgefield 


Baptist Association, convened at the Flat-Rock Meeting- 
House on the 25th of Aug. last, 


Baptised - - 1$22 
Received by letter, - - - 73 
Restored, - - - 31 
Dismissed to other churches, 287 
Excommunicated, . 46 
Dead, - - - 23 


Whole number 


2. + 


REV. THOMAS SCOTT. 

“I feel myself impelled to declare,” says he, “ that I once 
was not much more disposed to eredit the scriptures than 
Mr. Pain: and having got rid of the shackles of education, 
was much flattered by my emancipation and superior discern- 
ment. But twenty years employed in diligently investigat- 
ing the evidences and contents of the bible, have produc- 


ed in me an unshaken assurance that it is the word of 
God.” 


W. 
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